Page 26 The Journal of Antigues and Collectildeg 26Ebr

Collecting the World's First Typewriters

By Martin Howard <2011

Why collect typewriters?

The First Typewriters

| started collecting typewriters in 1989, wheottexh
a very dusty and intriguing item high upon a ghelf
cluttered junk shop. It turned out to be a Callyrap
typewriter from the 1880s. | had been lookingwior {
years for a 19th century mechanical collectilblbatia
a good range of design and was not too largengo
into my house. | also wanted to collect somethatg
was off the beaten path. | quickly realized thaeargh
was over; | was going to collect typewriters!

Part of the magic of these early typewriters iseha
can still relate to them. L
With a strong collective experience towards tgphg
a nostalgia for the typewriter, these early typesgieate
an immediate connection, as one relates to tiveritgpe

its keyboard and how typing has impacted ones life. many years of mechanical evolution.
Collecting antique The first typewriter patent was issued to an Englis
typewriters has really comé engineer, Henry Mill in 1714. He outlined the cphc# the
of age in the last 20 years, a typewriter when he registered a patent for “&aoi@rthachine for
the appreciation of antiquedio photo circa 1897Mpressing letters one after another, as in writihgreby all
machines has grown in our Courtesy of the Weil Writings may be engrossed in paper or parchmeegtsand exact
technological times of Collection. as not to be distinguished from print." Howevés, rttachine was
smooth cases and never made.
blinking lights. There were only a A dozen or so typewriters were built during tee7 years of the 19th
few typewriter collectors 50 yeacentury but none were produced in quantity. Thésalvaut to change though
ago and they could have beas the means for mass production and the neeaktfaacturate business
counted on one hand. Todagommunication had arrived. What was needed weasoa pe put forth the
there are over 500 typewritazonsiderable effort to design a practical typewtitea time when the
collectors spread arountypewriter was actually needed, even if this msedoivfully realized.

the world. The largest
group of collectors i The Sholes & Glidden
Typewriter

The keyboard provides an essential means for one 1
communicate and is used by more people todaytren e
before. It is a tool that represents our persomahu-

nication in this technological age. But what didfitist
typewriters look like and how did they develop?
Typewriters from the 1930s and 40s all look pretty

much the same, with four rows of straight keyggla s

shift and front strike visible (type-bars hit thatfof

the roller allowing one to see what they haviypest).
Typewriters have not always looked like this thdugh
imagine if you had never seen a typewriter ansiereu
asked to design one, how might it look? In facitéme
dard big black machines that you may be familiay wi
such as Underwoods and Remingtons, were theofesult

found in America
and Germany, but
there is a strong
interest throughout
- 1882: With no - Europe, especially in Ital
shift key, there are twie France, Spain, and Switzerland
as many keys. Black keys are Most typewriter collectors se¢
for capitals and white keys aremachines from 1875 to 1900. A period wh
for lower case characters. the standard design, that would be in pl
for the 20th century, had yet to be disc(
ered. During this time there was a major effardny mechanical invento
to create a viable typewriter for a world tharewaly for this revolutionar
machine. The variety of typewriters produced aggesing and during theg
early years of discovery, ingenuity and mistales3@0 different typing
machines were produced. Among them were machimesrwed keyboardg
double keyboards or no keyboards at all! Findenggtimum typewriter Wisconsin.
design was clearly not an easy task. In 1873 they had a fragile
The following brief history focuses on this hegfigypewriter evolution. Sholes & Glidden ~ Remington & Sons, wooden prototype that was ready
The period when the typewriter stopped being éyanel became a neces- llion, New York- 1874. This was the first to present to manufacturers. After
sity and emerged as one of the most importantreadifithe 20th century.  Ppractical typewriter to be manufactured. 3 number of failures and a deep
Courtesy of the Mantelli Collection. feeling that their ‘type - writer'

This person was Christopher
Sholes, a Milwaukee newspaper
publisher, editor, and politician,
who had the tenacity and convic-
tion (even though he frequently
felt dejected about the prospects
for its success) in 1867 to spend
the next six years designing and
building various typewriter proto-
types with a small team of men,
including machinists, a financial
backer and a marketing man in a
small machine shop in Milwaukee

Caligraph
2 ~ New York

) New York - 1881: Thighé g
" typewriter has a brilliant®s
mechanical design

and was one of the cle

— Edland ~ New York - 1892: To type on this intrigpiagriter, one
Franklln 2 ~ Boston - 1892: Like the Bar-Lock type-moves the index pointer around to a charadtenaneshes down.
writer, the type-bars stand vertically behindvite ¢ - Under the index plate is a daisy wheel, withaactecon a flexible

shield and swing down to strike the top ofethe plat brass “finger', which is pushed to the papér to pri
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would never be manufacThe main reasons for this very slow beginning &okosvs.
tured, a presentation was
made to Remington & Sons - The Sholes & Glidden sold for $125, a huge ansiuthe time. A horse
of llion, New York. drawn carriage cost between $30 and $75 and ghtygiaino could be had
Remington & Sons were abléor $100.
to produce machines to fine
b i At tolerances and in quantity and - Surprisingly, typewriters were not initially rate## for the general
SR RO R oK1 I \were interested in new verbusiness office but were seen as labor savieg @@vidinisters, lawyers,
000CPGOOOR®O tures with the Civil War overauthors, and all who desire to escape the drodgeeypen.’
0000000000 d and the demand for guns
down. They realized the - The social custom for hand written correspondeasdirmly rooted in
B e ie % potential of such a machinéhe Victorian age and the reaction to early typesspondence and the break
and bought the rights towith this etiquette was generally not favorable.
manufacture the “Sholes &
The first appearance of the QWERTY keyboar@Glidden' immediately. - There were very few professional typists taeutiie speed of the
- Sholes & Glidden - 1874. (Glidden was one of theypewriter.
financial backers.)

Remington & Sons took the next year to furtherlafetbe wooden - New technology needs time to be seen but dsautederstood as to the
prototype into a metal machine ready for massagtimauin 1874, the first merits it has to offer. As is often the case,riee are not even understood
of 4,000 Sholes & Glidden typewriters appearechemarket. It was aby the inventors.
beautiful machine, adorned with hand painted féor@lpastoral scenes all
over its black paneled frame.

A cast iron foot treadle operated the carriage.réhe influence of the
sewing machine on its design was clear. To sémd/batn typed, it was ne
essary to lift up the hinged carriage and lookrngath as the type-bar
struck on the underside of the roller. The typemaiily typed in capitals.

The Sholes & Glidden typewriter was also notabletfoducing the
QWERTY keyboard. The purpose of this layout wagimize the clashing
of the type-bars, by separating the type-baettéos that are frequently type
in sequence, such as T and H. Later attempts weéeshy other manufac
turers to introduce different keyboard layout$, some success, howey
with the typing schools using QWERTY keyboard meglie die was cas
The good news is that the QWERTY keyboard is lsajuéte efficient; we
could have done much worse.

Being first is not always easy; the Sholes & Glidenot a quick hit and
sold very slowly for the first two years and tittromly moderate succes

Typing Class - circa 1893
There was a great need for trained typists)gaticitbtmen and women
to this new profession. Courtesy of the WedrCollec

The situation improved with the introduction of thmore reliable
Remington 2 in 1878, sporting upper and loweratesacters. By this time
typewriters had begun to enter the business offaresxpanding nation and
typing schools were catching up with the huge deforamnained typists. The
need for typewriters had trumped the social ndnwiitten correspondence.
The times had indeed caught up with this revolaryomachine.

Competition arrived in 1881, with the Caligraptetypter. During the
next 20 years everything changed for the typeindtestry as the world
realized that the typewriter was indispensableéhahdhere was a huge
market to satisfy. By 1886, just five years afterptiorn in demand, almost
every sizable office employed at least one §ples had taken off.

g c s o - . It was a remarkable time for the typewriter wthtgguccesses and many
Mignon 2 ~ Berlin, Germany - 1905: Despite itsalinus notable failures. )

appearance, the Mignon typewriter embodiedeaaredesign, Continued on page 28
giving a smooth and fast operation. The inderglhie type-cylinder

could be changed, allowing for different langdagess.

Williams 1 ~ Connecticut -
1891: The unique William's
design saw the type-bars
arranged in two symmetri-
cal fans on either side of
the carriage. The type-bars
hop up and over to the
roller, giving visible
= typing. Two shift
keys are used,

World 1 ~ Maine -
1886: This elegant
index typewriter use
a swinging pointer tc
select the characte &
At the other end
the pointer is a

semi-circular giving three
wheel, where ¢ * functions for
rubber strip with each key. As
characters was onc. a result only
attached. A metal rod three rows of
pushed the rubber keys are
characters against the required.

paper when typing.



Columbia 2 ~ New York - 1885
This beautiful little machine was the first tigvewr|
invented by Charles Spiro, a New York watchmd
who went on to create many superb typewritg
including the Bar-Lock shown below.

The index typewriter

Full keyboard typewriters were very expensiving
between $60 and $125, a large expense whersanalgekvi
$5 a week. With few second-hand machines to ba hex
expensive machine was needed. Thus, the inderitéyp
was born. The index typewriter has no keyboaehdins
dial or knob is turned to select the charactbespgant-
ed. Typing was slow, but the cost was right ai ¢’
$40. The index typewriter was popular for sr
businesses and home use. Many varietie’
produced.

As secondhand machines became availax
the merits of touch-typing became clear, the n.
for index typewriters would disappear by
beginning of the 20th century.

In Search of Standardization

There were many brilliant mechanical engineersbedamme typewriter
pioneers when they took their skills to the ragidlying typewriter industry.

The inventors, having to avoid patent infringenardsn pursuing their
own notion of the better typewriter, created maffigreht and ingenious
typing machines to get the printed word onto papere was little if any
apparent design progression for these first tiggewach mechanism solv:
a particular problem but not always in the bestSeamye mechanisms, to
advanced, disappeared until a later time, sutte adaisy wheel' and the
single-type element i.e. the IBM Golf Ball of 1961.

By 1896 many components, combinations and desidrizhn tried and
the winner was emerging. A typewriter with theeatowombination of
successful components, a typing machine that wah@ddin the new century,
conquer the world and put an end to this periotthodiversity in typewriter
history. The Underwood had arrived.

Underwood 1 ~ New Jersey -
1896. The Underwood
Typewriter was the first widely
successful, ‘modern typewrite
It pulled together the three
main design elements that
would be found on all later
machines, a four-row keyboard
single shift, and front strike
type-bars giving visible typing

Victor ~ Boston - 1889
The “daisy wheel' makes its appearance om thq
and would be a common feature on electrig
typewriters during the 1970s and 80s.

Lambert 1 ~ New York - 1902:
Frank Lambert, a French immigrant, spent 17exetopidg
this extraordinary typewriter. The phone like gfieihg-loaded
and tips down when the characters are pushed.

Buying antique typewriters

Today, the values of these machines are affe
condition, rarity, and desirability, with pricegyiieg fro

a few hundred dollars, to into the thousands. Hmw/f
those interested in acquiring an early typewritgemadey
price, there are a number of intriguing and tgsib

important typewriters that can be had for jusivehtendre

dollars, including the Blickensderfer ($150 to $238mmon(
($150 to $500), Odell ($400 to $600) and the OIl{$a00 to $200). eBa

a great place to look for these and othe
If you love old technology and the bg
of old machines, you might want to co
er acquiring an early typewriter and if
get one or two more, well then welco
the wonderful world of collecting anti
typewriters!

More of Martin's collectiq
can be seen at
antiquetypewriters.co

Bar-Lock 4 ~ New York - 18

The type-bars stand vert

behind the ornate copper {
swinging down to the top of the rd
type. One can see what they tyj
they would have to sit up str{




